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The drugs phenomenon is essentially complex and surpasses national frontiers, becoming one of the most discussed items on the international agenda. This demonstrates wide-ranging efforts to reach a common agreement among different social actors, States, International Organizations and other groups about how to increase the effectiveness of decision making about the problem.
Among the adopted action strategies, socio-educational prevention is considered crucial, covering the development of true leaderships to multiply information about drugs, based on scientific knowledge and guided by successful experiences.
In view of these premises, the Organization of American States, through the Inter-American Drug
Abuse Control Commission, has been investing in the partnership with Latin-American nursing teaching institutions, with a view to inserting contents about drugs into undergraduate curricula and training faculty for research in this area. The studies published in this edition demonstrate the first steps in this continuous search for awareness about joint responsibility for the drugs phenomenon. Hence, during the two Programs, which culminated in the development of the studies published here and in an earlier edition, the participants clearly showed their personal and professional growth, as a result of experience exchanges and the construction of permanent relations. 
